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On the Establishment of New Concept of Sea

Power with Chinese Characteristics
Xia Liping Yun Xinlei

Abstract: Sea Power Theory put forward by Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan of the U. S. well
summarized and reflected the facts of state power, treasure, and the competition of honor in the
world politics from the 19th century to the first half of the 20nd century. It can be used for refer-
ence to China, which had been as a continental power in the history and is going to become a mar-
itime power as well since the China’s openness and reform in 1978. Now when the world has en-
tered 21st century, Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan's Sea Power Theory has shown some limitation
and shortcomings of backward in time due to the change of era, world power transfer and change
of security concept. In the new globalization period, Sea Power Theory has the new form. Differ-
ent from the traditional Sea Power Theory, the Sea Power Theory during the globalization period
shows its openness, cooperation and institutionalization. Power is still the core independent vari-
able of the new Concept of Sea Power but the connotation and extension of sea power have been
enlarged. The international maritime geopolitics is an important variable in the formula of sea
power. However, the sea—continental bipartite geo— structure has been replaced by the integra-
tion of sea—continental geo— structure. The diversification of threats becomes the major depend-
ent variable.

Keywords: Sea Power Theory; New Concept of Sea Power; Chinese Characteristics
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