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Study on the relationship between HSMPAs and the
system of freedom of high seas and its development route

SHI Xiao-qi, CHANG Yen-chiang
(Law School , Shandong University , Jinan 250000, China)

Abstract: Under the circumstances that there lack explicit provisions in international conventions, the establishment of High
Seas Marine Protected Areas ( HSMPAs) has been put into international practice extensively. There exists an irreconcilable
contradiction between HSMPAs and the legal system of freedom of high seas. However, HSMPAs conforms to the trend of
modern international law of the sea to expand the obligations to protect the marine resources and environment. On the basis of
profound theory of international law and rich area exploration experience, the establishment of HSMPAs could evolve into
global universal practices. It depends upon the strength of regional legal systems under the coordination and cooperation of in-

ternational community. China should maintain the correct attitude and position towards the issue of HSMPAs, thus creating a

new international pattern which will safeguard its national marine strategy interests.
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