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Enlightenments and Developing Trend of Archipelago System

of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
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Abstract: In order to systematically comb history and development of the system of international
law of the sea,protect China’s marine rights and interests and solve marine dispute,the paper in-
troduced the negotiation history and developing trend based on the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea,put forward the enlightenment to China’s archipelago system. The results of
the study showed that substantive discussions on the question of archipelagos and the initial for-
mation of the archipelagic system began at the third United Nations Conference on the Law of the

Sea. Through negotiations and games,archipelagic states and the baselines of archipelago had been
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determined by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. In accordance with the Unit-
ed Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, most archipelagic and non-archipelagic states had
exercised and enriched their archipelagic rights through domestic legislation and promoted the
development of the archipelagic system,of which the rights of midocean archipelago were an im-
portant area and trend. China should strengthen research on the premise of abiding by the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,actively participate in the formulation of international
ocean rules,and on the basis of taking full account of its own actual situation,improve domestic
legislation and establish the archipelagic system.

Key words: Archipelago system, International law of the sea, Marine rights and interests, Mid-o-
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