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An Analysis on Legal Value and Actual Effect of the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea

Abstract: The rules of United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea have legal
vagueness and legal shortcomings, which have led to controversy over international mari-
time law and even to the occurrence of international maritime disputes. From a jurispru-
dential point of view, this is due to the plight of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea that has trapped into legal value at the value of freedom, equality, order, inter-
ests, sovereignty and so on. By combing rules, values and facts, the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea is confronting the diversification and complication path of
dispute settlement, growing application of rules in low sensitivity area, increasing mainte-
nance of maritime rights and fully involved in its development of organizations. It is neces-
sary to find a link between the strategy and policies of the Chinese government and the ini-
tiatives of international organizations, to strengthen cooperation and dialogue with neigh-
boring countries in low —sensitive areas, to participate selectively in the dispute settlement
procedures of the Convention and to further coordinate with the Convention to provide a
reference for realization of the strategy of the 21st century marine power.

Key words: United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; legal defects; legal

value; marine power
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