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On the Legislation, Practices and Challenges

of France Maritime Delimitation

Abstract: The territorial geographic situation of France is unique, and the maritime
delimitation of French territory is one of the most difficult problems in the practice of
French law of the sea. According to the rules of the sea area delimitation in the United Na-
tions Convention on the LLaw of the Sea, France has made clear its own position and imple-
mented the corresponding domestic law transformation to provide legal protection for the
demarcation activities of its own maritime areas. France has tackled maritime delimitation
issues mainly through bilateral agreements, but the results of the two delimitation cases
involved have made an important contribution to the practice of international maritime de-
limitation. The challenges of maritime delimitation that France currently faced are concen-
trated on the delimitation of exclusive economic zones and continental shelf of their over-
seas territories, and the choice and interpretation of the principles and methods of delimita-
tion, the status and effectiveness of the islands in international law, thus the increasing
islands’ sovereignty disputes made it more difficult to resolve the problem. The practice of
France’s delimitation issues mainly includes political and economic considerations. In re-
cent years, France has focused on promoting regional communication in disputed sea areas
through a more pragmatic approach, in order to avoid the conflict of maritime delimitation
to become a block to France’ s expansion of maritime rights.

Key words: islands dispute; national jurisdiction on sea areas; maritime delimitation

practice; delimitation principles and methods
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